
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
  

 
 
 
 

  

 
  

    

 

 
    

 

April 23, 2020 

Mr. Robert Burrough, Director 
PHMSA, Eastern Region 
840 Bear Tavern Road 
Suite 300 
West Trenton, NJ 08628 

RE: Warning, CPF 1-2020-1008W 

Dear Mr. Burrough: 

Gulf South Pipeline Company, LLC (Gulf South or GSP), a subsidiary of Boardwalk Pipelines, 
LP (Boardwalk) has received the Warning Letter dated March 27, 2020, regarding the probable 
violations found between August 13, 2019 and September 12, 2019, during PHMSA’s onsite 
inspections of Gulf South’s assets in Mississippi and Louisiana.   

Gulf South has reviewed the probable violations and presents the following response to Item 2 
as outlined below: 

Item 2: §192.12 and API RP 1170-9.2.2: GSP failed to follow its written procedures for 
operations, maintenance and emergencies implementing the requirements of API RP 1170. 
Specifically, GSP failed to follow its Storage Integrity Procedures requirement that all 
emergency shutdown devices (ESD) be installed at or very near the manual valves, in 
accordance with API RP 1170, Section 9.2.2 ESD Equipment (Section 9.2.2).  At the time of the 
field inspection in GSP’s Petal Storage, it was observed that the ESD on Cavern 7 was installed 
approximately 20 feet from the manual valve. Therefore, GSP failed to follow its written 
procedures for implementing the requirements of Section 9.2.2. 

Response: There may be some confusion with Petal Cavern 7’s wellhead valve configuration 
and the “Brine Manual Valve” being a master valve for the gas flow. The valve mentioned in the 
probable violation letter is not a master valve for gas flow. Cavern 7 also contains an additional 
brine ESD valve which is downstream of the wellhead in the flowline. See Figure 1: ESD 
Labeled Diagram (below). The gas flow does not go above the 8 5/8” bring tubing hanger which 
seals the gas flow from the brine flow. The gas flow contains two (2) manual valves, then two (2) 
tapped flanges outside of the manual valves, and two (2) ESD valves as illustrated in red on 
Figure 1 below. The brine flow in or out of the 8 5/8” tubing contains one (1) manual valve, one 
(1) flow cross, one (1) crown valve, and one (1) ESD valve as illustrated in blue on Figure 1. 
The “extra brine pipeline ESD valve” is downstream of the wellhead as illustrated in green on 
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Figure 1 and is an extra safety device if gas were to ever come up the hanging string 
inadvertently. Section 9.2.2 in API 1170 states that “all emergency shutdown devices (ESD) be 
installed at or very near the manual valves…” and Boardwalk believes it complies with the 
regulation as all of our ESD’s are next to our manual valves as shown in the diagram provided. 
Figures 2, 3, and 4 show Petal Cavern 7 for additional reference.  

Figure 1: ESD Labeled Diagram 
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Figure 2: Petal Cavern 7 Wellsite View 1 

Figure 3: Petal Cavern 7 Wellsite View 2 
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Figure 4: Petal Cavern 7 Wellsite Sign 

If you have any questions regarding this response, please contact me at (270) 688-6497 or by 
email at Tina.Baker@bwpipelines.com. 

Sincerely, 

Tina H. Baker 
Manager, Compliance Services 

C: Mr. James Pfeifle, PHMSA 
Mr. Richard Keyser, Boardwalk Pipelines, LP 
Mr. Tony Rizk, Boardwalk Pipelines, LP 
Mr. Mike Brandau, Boardwalk Pipelines, LP 
Mr. Randy Head, Boardwalk Pipelines, LP 
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