
 

NOTICE OF PROBABLE VIOLATION 

and 

PROPOSED CIVIL PENALTY 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL TO:  bill.moler@tallgrassenergylp.com; 

jennifer.eckels@tallgrassenergylp.com; and crystal.heter@tallgrassenergylp.com 

 

 

September 22, 2022 

 

Mr. William Moler 

President and Chief Executive Officer 

Rockies Express Pipeline, LLC  

4200 W. 115th Street, Suite 350 

Leawood, KS 66221-2609 

CPF 3-2022-043-NOPV 

 

Dear Mr. Moler: 

 

From February 6 through November 19, 2020, representatives of the Pipeline and Hazardous 

Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA), Office of Pipeline Safety (OPS), pursuant to Chapter 

601 of 49 United States Code (U.S.C.), inspected Rockies Express Pipeline, LLC’s (Tallgrass) 

records in Lakewood, Colorado. 

 

As a result of the inspection, it is alleged that you have committed probable violations of the 

Pipeline Safety Regulations, Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The items inspected 

and the probable violations are: 

 

1. § 192.465   External corrosion control: Monitoring. 

 

(a)  Each pipeline that is under cathodic protection must be tested at least once each 

calendar year, but with intervals not exceeding 15 months, to determine whether the 

cathodic protection meets the requirements of § 192.463.  However, if tests at those 

intervals are impractical for separately protected short sections of mains or 

transmission lines, not in excess of 100 feet (30 meters), or separately protected  

  







material you submit in response to this enforcement action may be made publicly available.  If 

you believe that any portion of your responsive material qualifies for confidential treatment 

under 5 U.S.C. 552(b), along with the complete original document you must provide a second 

copy of the document with the portions you believe qualify for confidential treatment redacted 

and an explanation of why you believe the redacted information qualifies for confidential 

treatment under 5 U.S.C. 552(b). 

 

Following the receipt of this Notice, you have 30 days to submit written comments, or request a 

hearing under 49 CFR § 190.211.  If you do not respond within 30 days of receipt of this Notice, 

this constitutes a waiver of your right to contest the allegations in this Notice and authorizes the 

Associate Administrator for Pipeline Safety to find facts as alleged in this Notice without further 

notice to you and to issue a Final Order.  If you are responding to this Notice, we propose that 

you submit your correspondence to my office within 30 days from the receipt of this Notice.  

This period may be extended by written request for good cause. 

 

In your correspondence on this matter, please refer to CPF 3-2022-043-NOPV and, for each 

document you submit, please provide a copy in electronic format whenever possible. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Gregory A. Ochs  

Director, Central Region, OPS 

Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 

 

Enclosures: Response Options for Pipeline Operators in Enforcement Proceedings 

 

cc:  Jennifer Eckles, Director Compliance, jennifer.eckels@tallgrassenergylp.com 

 Crystal Heter, Chief Operating Officer, crystal.heter@tallgrassenergylp.com 


