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Dear Ms. Timmermeyer: 

From September 15 -19, 2014, a representative of the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
(PHMSA), pursuant to Chapter 601 of 49 United States Code, inspected Williams’s Transcontinental Gas Pipe 
Line Company’s (Transco) replacement of sections of mainlines A, B and C within Unit #2881-Elliott City in 
Owings Mills, MD.   

As a result of the inspection, it appears that you have committed a probable violation of the Pipeline Safety 
Regulations, Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations.  The items inspected and the probable violation is: 

1. §192.243  Nondestructive testing. 

(b)  Nondestructive testing of welds must be performed: 

(1)  In accordance with written procedures, . . . 
Transco failed to nondestructively test a weld in accordance with its written procedure, which references API 
Standard 1104.   
Specifically, Transco did not place an image quality indicator (IQI) across the repaired area of a repair weld as 
prescribed in API Std. 1104, Subsection 11.1.6 Placement of Image Quality Indicators.  The Overview in 
Williams’s SOP states that “The purpose of this Williams procedure is to establish the minimum requirements 
for Nondestructive Testing (NDT), inspection, and/or evaluation to meet or exceed the NDT requirements as set 
forth in American Petroleum Institute (API) 1104, latest Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety 
Administration (PHMSA) accepted edition.” 
API Std. 1104, Section 11, Procedures for Nondestructive Testing, Subsection 11.1.6 Placement of Image 
Quality Indicators (IQI), paragraph 11.1.6.1 Film, outlines the placement of IQI on films to be 
interpreted.  Paragraph 11.1.6.1 states in part that:  

“The IQI shall be placed as follows:  
a.  …When a repaired weld is radiographed, an additional IQI shall be placed across each repaired 
area.” 




