
  Community Assistance and Technical Services             
CONNECTION 

 
PHMSA Pipeline Safety Program 

 
AUGUST 2005 

 
 

PHMSA Reports to Congress on Distribution 
Integrity Management 

 “Together we continue our 

success in ensuring the safe 

operation of the Nation’s 

pipelines. The operators are 

complying with the integrity 

management rules for 

hazardous liquid pipelines and it 

shows. Recent industry 

statistics indicate that these 

pipelines are now safer than 

ever. We are now applying that 

successful safety program to 

gas transmission pipeline 

operators, and will need to rely 

on our state partners help to 

implement it.   I want to help 

gas operators and state pipeline 

agencies tap into our lessons 

learned from the liquid pipeline 

integrity management efforts.  

My staff is standing by to help.”  

 

 
The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) issued a 
report to Congress detailing the extent to which pipeline integrity management 
plan elements may be applied to the natural gas distribution pipeline industry 
to enhance distribution system safety.  The report suggests four options to 
improve safety: 

1. A high level, risk-based, performance-oriented Federal regulation. 
2. Supplemental information through one or more guidelines or national 

consensus standards describing choices on how the spectrum of 
distribution pipeline operators might apply fundamental risk-based 
principles to achieve the desired improvements.  

3. A structured nation-wide education program on preventing excavation 
damage, focused on the new 811 one-call program. 

4. Development of innovative safety technologies capable of producing 
observable safety improvements.   

For the remainder of 2005, work/study groups are gathering and analyzing 
data, and developing the elements of a safety improvement program.  In 2006, 
the OPS and standards development organizations (if needed) will work to 
develop requirements, guidelines and standards that invoke some combination 
of the four options listed above.  To view the report to Congress or read 
additional information on this effort link to http://primis.phmsa.dot.gov/iim/ 
and click on “Distribution IMP”.   

Regional Director 

Western Region  

PHMSA/Office of Pipeline Safety 

 

Meetings scheduled for Public Awareness Programs 
 
The PHMSA Office of Pipeline Safety (OPS) is sponsoring two public meetings.  
The meetings will provide pipeline operator’s with the opportunity to enhance 
collaborative efforts and allow for exposure to public awareness Service 
Providers.  In accordance with Sections 192.616 (Gas Pipelines) and 195.440 
(Hazardous Liquids Pipelines) of the PHMSA’s regulations, most operators must 
complete a written program by June 20, 2006.  Plan to attend at least one of 
these meetings:   
 

Baltimore, MD on November 9-10, 2005 
Houston, TX on December 7-8, 2005 

 
Watch our web site (http://ops.dot.gov) under “What’s New” for details.  The 
OPS is compiling answers to frequently asked questions on the public 
awareness rule.   Contact blaine.keener@dot.gov with questions you would like 
considered. 

http://primis.phmsa.dot.gov/iim/
http://ops.dot.gov/
mailto:blaine.keener@dot.gov


 

 

Common Ground 
Alliance Best 
Practices – now a 
standard used by 
NTSB 

The National Transportation Safety Board 
(NTSB), in their report “Excavation 
Damage to Natural Gas Distribution Line 
Resulting in Explosion and Fire, 
Wilmington, Delaware, July 2, 2003”, 
refers to Common Ground Alliance Best 
Practices.  The report states “The 
Common Ground Alliance provides a guide 
to underground utility damage prevention 
best practices in use throughout the 
United States. These best practices speak 
to the value of effective communication 
among those involved in excavation 
activities.”  These best practices are a 
collaborative effort of numerous damage 
prevention stakeholders and consider 8 
aspects of damage prevention:  

 
Download the latest 
version of the Best Practices! 
Best Practices Version 2.0   
published in December 2004. 

 

1. Planning & Design Best Practices  
2. One Call Center Best Practices  
3. Location & Marking Best Practices  
4. Excavation Best Practices  
5. Mapping Best Practices  
6. Compliance Best Practices   
7. Public Education Best Practices  

 8. Reporting & Evaluation Best Practices  

 

PROPOSED RULES AND PETITIONS:  

Pipeline Safety: Use of Polyamide-11 Plastic Pipe in Gas Pipelines,  
Docket ID: [PHMSA-05-21305] 

CFR Citation: 49 CFR 192 
Published: June 22, 2005 [FR Doc. 05-12356] 

Comments Due: August 22, 2005 
Pipeline Safety: Update of Regulatory References to Technical Standards 

Docket ID: [PHMSA-05-21253] 
CFR Citation: 49 CFR 192, 193, 195 

Published: July 18, 2005 [FR Doc. 05-14003] 
Comments Due: September 16, 2005 

Link to http://dms.dot.gov/search/searchFormSimple.cfm and type in the 
docket number for more information.   

RECENT ADVISORY BULLETIN: 

ADB-05-04 Integrity Management Notifications for Gas Transmission 
Lines, published July 29, 2005.  This advisory bulletin provides guidance on 
notifications to OPS and state agencies, that are required by the integrity 
management regulations in 49 CFR Part 192, Subpart O, and describes OPS’s 
review of notifications. The OPS expects this bulletin to improve the efficiency of 
the notification and review process.  For details, link to  
http://frwebgate3.access.gpo.gov/cgi-
bin/waisgate.cgi?WAISdocID=38672228304+0+0+0&WAISaction=retrieve

CATS work to 
advance public 
safety, 
environmental 
protection and 
pipeline reliability by 
facilitating clear 
communications 
among all pipeline 
stakeholders. 
 
 
For more information 
contact: 
 
Kimbra Davis 
720-963-3176 
kimbra.davis@dot.gov
 

or 
 
Ross Reineke 
720-963-3182 
ross.reineke@dot.gov
 
CHECK OUT THE NEW 
PIPELINE SAFETY 
STAKEHOLDER WEB 
SITE:  
http://primis.phmsa.dot
.gov/comm/
 

DOT/PHMSA/OPS 

12300 W. Dakota 
Avenue, Suite 110 

Lakewood, CO 
80228 

 

Main Office: 

720-963-3160 
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