New - Tools to Support Risk-Informed Land Use Planning near Transmission Pipelines! 
The majority of transmission pipelines were put in the ground decades ago in what, at the time, were rural areas. As communities have grown, neighborhoods and businesses have been built near many of these once rural pipelines. This development has in many cases increased the potential for pipeline damage, restricted access for pipeline maintenance and emergency response, and increased risks to people living and working near the pipelines. Pipeline operators and safety regulators have little influence on land use and development outside of, but adjacent to, pipeline rights-of-way. These land use responsibilities normally fall on local and state government through their planning, building code, zoning and permitting authorities. 
[image: Pipeline Marker]The Pipelines and Informed Planning Alliance (PIPA) is a stakeholder initiative led and supported by the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA). PIPA’s goal is to improve safety for the communities that surround large-diameter, high-pressure transmission pipelines. PIPA works toward this goal by promoting effective communication among stakeholders, raising awareness of pipelines, and encouraging implementation of recommended practices to reduce pipeline risks to the public. 
The PIPA Communication Team developed tools to aid land owners and developers, local governments, and pipeline operators in their understanding and implementation of the PIPA recommended practices:
PIPA Land Development near Transmission Pipelines Site Assessment Checklist – PIPA recommended practices condensed to two pages! This Site Assessment Checklist can be used by pipeline operators and developers/builders to share pertinent characteristics of each pipeline and proposed development in close proximity. This information is the foundation for risk-informed discussions about the type and layout of developments and activities near pipeline rights-of-way. Government officials can use the Checklist to perform site reviews for risk-informed development and to identify emergency preparedness needs. 
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: PIPA Logo]PIPA Recommended Practices Evaluation Worksheets – The Evaluation Worksheets can be used to perform a gap analysis comparing the PIPA recommended practices with each stakeholder’s current practices. The tools include a summary of each PIPA recommended practice, actions a stakeholder might consider to implement the practice, and a column for use in describing the stakeholder’s current practice and the actions needed or that are being considered to address the recommended practice. The recommended practices are grouped into functional categories which include: Land Planning and Development, Pipeline Maintenance & Damage Prevention, Maps & Records, and Communication. Practices for which each stakeholder has a primary action are presented first. Practices for which other stakeholders have the primary action are shaded.
Go to www.PIPA-Info.com to download these tools and the PIPA Report. Forward the link to your website administrator to place the PIPA logo on your website and link back to the Land Use Planning (PIPA) website.
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