PHMSA ADVISORY COMMITTEE
CORRPRO ECDA ENHANCEMENT PROJECT

MEETING MINUTES

Thursday, December 10, 2009; 10:00 A.M. TO 12:15 P.M. CST
Corrpro Houston Office, Conference Call
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Condensed Minutes, including Action Items
· Welcome and Introductions – 10:15am CST – Jim Merritt, PHMSA
· A list of attendees was established. 
· The project was introduced.
· New business regarding cased crossings was discussed; teams are working to find technical and technological process oriented solutions. 
· The purpose of the advisory committee was stated
· To guide the research efforts for this project
· To provide assistance, experience and other knowledge to further enhance the research
· Project Introduction – David Kroon, Corrpro
· Introduction of the Corrpro team members including project organizational chart.
· Introduction of Darrell Cherry from Texas Gas Association
· Discussion of overall project progress and future plans. 
· Update: Severity Ranking of ECDA Indirect Inspection Indications – James Carroll, Corrpro
· Restated goal and progress of project. 
· Addressed current issues with Severity Classification table and Direct Examination Prioritization table. 
· Proposed revisions to Severity Classification table and Direct Examination Prioritization table that includes measurable parameters and adds a modifier for CP levels. 
· After further examination, data showed strong correlations between soil type, texture and the presence of external corrosion. 
· Proposed adding soil data as a modifier to Severity Classification table and Direct Examination Prioritization table.

· Soil data is freely available on the internet
· Wide coverage is available 
· Provides detailed information on soil types. 
· Question/Comment Portion
· Jim Merritt – What are the next steps? Where to take the information? IS there current interface with NACE? Can the NACE Paper be provided to the Advisory Committee? 
· David Kroon – The public will preview this at NACE CORROSION 2010. After final report is completed, recommendations will be drafted and submitted to the appropriate NACE committee for possible enhancement of ECDA of NACE SP0502-2008. 
· Bob Fassett – PG&E has found with experience that there is much variation between what the maps say and what soil is next to the pipeline. However data collected during Direct Examination work should be useful for Post Assessment and will be beneficial for re-assessment.
· James Carroll – The results of the study suggest that soil survey data should and could be used as an assessment and screening tool for all phases of the ECDA process.  The data also suggest that if the soil data is introduced at the very beginning of the process (Pre-assessment) and continuously refined throughout the process (Indirect inspection, Direct Examination and Post Assessment) more accurate and meaningful assessments can be made thereby enabling an operator to effectively and efficiently reduce the external corrosion threat to pipeline integrity.  The data should and could be refined at and in each step of the ECDA four-step  process allowing continuous improvement of the overall process. 
· Update: Potential Measurements on Paved Areas – Dale Lindemuth, Corrpro

· Addressed current procedures for collecting potentials over paved areas and opportunities found. 
· Restated the goal of the specific project. 
· Addressed project progress and future plans. 
· Presented research from industry that provided data regarding potentials over pavement. 
· Statement made that if basic electrical measurements could characterize a pavement then decisions and guidelines regarding the validity of potential measurements with reference electrodes on the paving be made.
· Provided examples of controlled environment research. 
· Provided examples of field research. 
· Conclusions made:
· Gravel and asphalt: using a pre-survey resistance measurement can be used to determine if on-pavement potential surveys yield accurate data.
· Threshold of ~2.5x105 ohm-ft2 was set 
· Concrete: no clear, consistent method for making accurate pipe-to-soil potential measurements without drilling holes has been identified. 
· DCVG techniques seem plausible. 
· Written test procedures will be developed for the final portion of this project
· Question/Comment Portion
· Bob Fassett – What’s the effect of degraded pavement on the surveys? Can you compare data? A clear statement should be made about this. 
· Dale Lindemuth – What was developed was just at tool to decide if you can get accurate readings without drilling holes.
· David Kroon – The issue of multiple layers of concrete should be addressed before the end of the project. 
· Mary Holzmann, Bob Fassett – What impact this process? 
· Dale Lindemuth – The save issues will be found of soil or land will have the same issues if on soil or land. Currently there is not data to determine this. 
· David Kroon – Suggestion to identify situations not addressed so that the information is not misapplied or misinterpreted 
· Update: ECDA Enhancement, Cased Pipes – Larry Rankin, Corrpro

· Identified project goals and project progress
· Identified project drivers including December 17, 2012 deadline for assessing all Gas Transmission pipe, including cased pipe
· Introduced an External Corrosion Direct Assessment Methodology for assessing Cased Pipe. Will be similar to NACE SP0502 but more rigorous. 
· Provided a data review of 30 of the more than 200 casings addressed.
· Question/Comment Portion
· Jim Merritt – Does CASQAT have any reports currently out.
· Larry Rankin – A draft of the CASQAT guidelines was sent out this week to committee members and then released by SGA to the public as a draft. 
· PG&E – The report was sent out as a draft. Should be available on PHMSA’s website and they are looking for feedback from industry. 
· Larry Rankin – An SGA Conference call will take place at 1:30pm CST on December 16 to review and discuss the draft CASQAT guidelines. 
Mary Holzmann – A lot of new information has just been released concerning Cased pipes this report and the CASQAT report included. At this point let industry get comfortable with what’s available and then begin to share this information

· Closing Remarks 
· Jim Merritt – Bill Lowry and Jim Merritt will be available to discuss any of the information presented off line if there’s interest. 
· Bill Lowry – Closing remarks, good progress with lots of new information. Would like to see it incorporated into standards etc. since ECDA is not a one size fits all process. 
· Adjourn – 12:15pm CST
