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Date of Report:
January 9, 2008
Contract Number: 
DTRS56-05-T-0002

Prepared for: US Department of Transportation, and Operations Technology Development Corporation

Project Title: " Design, Construction and Testing of a Segmented MFL Sensor for use in the Inspection of Unpiggable Pipelines "

Prepared by:  NYSEARCH/Northeast Gas Association
Contact Information:  Daphne D’Zurko, 212-354-4790, ext. 214, ddzurko@northeastgas.org
For quarterly period ending:  November 30, 2007
Progress to date:  
The integration of the 20” – 22” MFL sensor into the TIGRE platform was completed this period following an extensive testing program carried out in indoor and outdoor piping loops at Automatika.  Software and hardware issues were resolved and the sensor was deemed ready for field deployment.  The sensor then was deployed as an integral part of the robotic system into the NYSEARCH Test Bed facility in late October 2007.  The sensor performed as expected, however due to technical problems experienced by the platform, not all planned activities were carried out.  Following a program of platform upgrades to sensor will again be deployed at the Test Bed prior to its field deployment in abandoned and live transmission pipelines.  The 24” – 26” sensor development effort entered its manufacturing phase, parts having being ordered and delivery initiated.   Finally, the calibration effort for the 20” – 22” sensor is under way and ise expected to be completed during the next reporting period.    
The RFEC sensor being developed for the Explorer-II platform completed its endurance testing in both indoor as well as outdoor settings. Dozens sensor deployments and retractions were carried out in preparation for its deployment with the Explorer II platform into a live transmission pipeline, which took place in September 2007.  The sensor performed as expected.  Sensor calibration was also carried out during this period.
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