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The main objective of the project is to investigate what causes a given coating to disbond during in-service exposure. A set of variables including coating chemistry, steel surface chemistry, steel surface roughness and anchor pattern, coating underside chemistry, and optical analysis of blister geometries is being investigated to define the critical parameters leading to disbonding. It is expected that a better understanding of the system gained during the project will serve as a stepping stone for developing a field-based methodology aimed to help in the prediction of long-term coating failure. 

In this quarter, efforts were mainly directed at finalizing the laboratory scale investigation presented previously. These activities will give information regarding the effects of coating age and surface contamination on the initiation of coating disbondment. A new set of long term tests was also initiated to augment the experimental database even further. A field trip was conducted to test the protocol proposed during the first phase of the project.
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