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Progress for 14th quarter (Jan-March 2007)
In this reporting period, a contract modification was requested and issued for a time extension with no additional costs.  The program completion date is not May 31, 2007.  The additional time was needed since the international soil companies were delinquent in conducting the requested soil experiments.  As of the writing of this report, the details have been settled and the work is near completion.  Draft reports from the soil companies were delivered to Emc2 the last week of March 2007.  

The program draft final report was completed during this reporting period, and delivered to the DOT on January 19, 2007.  In addition, the computer code developed in this effort, PIPE-DFRAC, was also completed and delivered in beta form on the same day. The final report will be delivered at the end of the program, May 31, 2007.
Work began this quarter on the development of a model for crack propagation in a six-inch diameter pipe to verify the trends presented in the draft report that suggest that the Battelle Two-Curve approach does not predict the fracture speeds well for unbackfilled small-diameter pipe experiments. The results from this effort will be included in the final report.
Dave Rudland was invited to make a presentation on the work in this effort at a Joint Technical Meeting between PRCI, EPRG and APIA in Canberra, Australia on April 16-20, 2007.  Dr. Rudland will travel to Australia to present this paper in the next reporting period.
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