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Objective 
The objective of this project is to develop comprehensive guidelines for the design of pressure tests that 
could be incorporated into industry standards.  A goal of this project is to provide guidance on how to 
plan for, execute and evaluate pressure tests based on the most current knowledge and industry needs.  
The work will draw heavily on what has been learned by pipeline operators and pressure-testing 
contractors who have performed pressure tests on thousands of miles of pipelines.  As well, the work 
will take into account the significant amount of research on pressure testing that has been carried out 
from the 1960s through the present by government, private and public organizations.   
 
Results and Conclusions 
An interim report providing a review of interviews held with pipeline operators and pressure testing 
services contractors in an effort to capture learnings relevant to pressure testing guidelines was 
delivered on June 30, 2016 (Task 3 deliverable).  The scope of the report was to document results of 
interviews held with pipeline operators and pressure testing services contractors.  Interviews were 
conducted in an effort to capture learnings relevant to pressure testing guidelines, as well as identify 
inconsistencies or gaps in pressure testing practices.  An important finding from our work on Task 3 is 
that there are some key shared concepts related to pressure testing that many operators need 
clarification on, and guidance developed for.  Sixteen key concepts, covering all three phases of 
pressure testing (planning, execution and evaluation), were identified for clarification.  Also, all of the 
key inconsistencies or gaps identified during this phase of work (Task 3) correlate to the key concepts 
identified for clarification from the previous phase of work, the review and critique of Industry 
Standards and Recommended Practices (Task 2).   
 
The first of two peer reviews was presented at on May 25, 2016.  Efforts related to the development of 
guidelines for pressure test planning (Task 4) continued this second quarter.  An interim report 
providing guidelines for pressure test planning is scheduled to be submitted to PHMSA by August 26, 
2016 (Task 4).  Also, work initiated for the development of guidelines related to pressure test execution 
(Task 5) in this quarter. 
 
Plans for Future Activity  
Work will continue on Tasks 4 and 5 in the next quarter (4th Quarter).  Tasks 4 and 5 are scheduled to 
be completed in the 4th Quarter.  Work will initiate for the development of guidelines related to pressure 
test evaluation (Task 6) in the 4th Quarter. Task 6 is scheduled to be completed in the 5th Quarter.  
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