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The Plastic Pipe Failure, Risk, and Threat Analysis project is currently underway at Gas Technology Institute. The project seeks to identify key causes and defects that lead to failure initiation and growth. Through an understanding of risks and failures, potential mitigation technologies can be identified.

Pipe samples are being solicited and collected for laboratory testing of materials susceptible to Slow Crack Growth (SCG). Failed samples are also being received in order to characterize the root-cause failures through fractographic examinations.

The Literature Search is nearly complete and a survey to collect information related to plastic pipe failures and consequences has been distributed to natural gas utility companies across the U.S. Information collected through the literature search, site visits, surveys, and testing will be used to develop a broad-based database to better characterize the condition of plastic pipelines.
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