August 17, 2010
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Mr. Rodrick M. Seeley

Director, Southwest Region

PHMSA AUG 2 5 2010
Department of Transportation

Office of Pipeline Safety

8701 South Gessner Drive
Suite 1110

Wllllams
&—

2800 Post Oak Blvd
Level 11

Houston, TX 77057
Phone: (713) 215-2111

Houston, TX 77074 CPF: 4-2010-1002

RE:

Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line Company, LLC (Operator ID# 19570):
Valve Security Survey Compliance Order Response

Mr. Seeley:

Williams Gas Pipelines (WGP) received the subject letter on May 24, 2010 concerning Notice of
Probable Violations (NOPVs) resulting from pipeline safety inspections in southern Louisiana.

The NOPV included a Compliance Order, which required WGP to perform remedial requirements.
The remedial requirements and corresponding WGP responses are summarized below:

1.

WGP should survey all transmission line sectionalizing block valves and replace all
decorative style chains and other non-secure methods with security chain or other secure
methods to ensure that valves are protected from tampering.

Response: WGP has completed a valve security survey of all 46 Districts across the
Northwest, Transco, and Gulfstream systems. All identified security deficiencies have
been corrected or are scheduled to be corrected.

WGP should complete the survey, replacement, of non-security chain and determination
of protection from tampering within 90 days of receipt of the NOPV letter.

Response: The security deficiencies identified for sectionalizing block valves that could
be corrected by security chain and lock have been completed. Some valve locations
determined to require new fencing, fencing repairs, or additional methods as a result of
the security survey and identified threats are scheduled to be completed by August 24,
2011. As an interim measure, facilities requiring security upgrades will have increased
patrol frequency until completion. The completion dates for each Districts security survey
are documented in the enclosed “Valve Security Survey Completion Dates” spreadsheet.

WGP shall maintain documentation of the safety improvement costs associated with
fulfilling the Compliance Order and submit the total to R.M. Seeley, Director, Southwest



Region, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration. Costs shall be reported
in two categories: 1) total cost associated with preparation/revision of plans, procedures,
studies, and analyses, and 2) total cost associated with replacements, additions and
other changes to pipeline infrastructure.

Response: The total costs of fulfilling the compliance order for each category are:

1) Updated procedures and completion of security survey: $73,600
2) Costs of fencing, chains, locks, and valve modifications: $223,000

Enclosed is a CD that includes an electronic copy of this letter and the enclosed spreadsheet
referenced above.

We believe the security survey is an effective approach to verifying the valve security status
across the WGP system. If you have any questions or need more information, please contact me
- at 713 215-2111.

We appreciate the constructive guidance provided by PHMSA personnel in dealing with this
matter and the promotion of our mutual goals of pipeline safety.

Sincerely, o .
jb, o [ul i C\L

HoU
Marie G. Sotak tO

Manager, Pipeline Safety
Williams Gas Pipelines

Enclosures
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