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U.S. Department                                                                            820 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 103 
Of Transportation                                                                                West Trenton, NJ 08628 
Pipeline and                        609.989.2171 
Hazardous Materials 
Safety Administration 
 

NOTICE OF AMENDMENT 
 
 
EXPRESS OVERNIGHT DELIVERY  
 
May 22, 2015 

 
Hopf Clarence 
Senior Vice President 
PPL Interstate Energy Co. 
2 North Ninth Street 
Allentown, PA 18101 
 

         CPF 1-2015-5008M 
 

 
Dear Mr. Clarence: 

During the week of November 17, 2014, a representative of the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety 
Administration (PHMSA) pursuant to Chapter 601 of 49 United States Code inspected PPL Interstate 
Energy Co. (PPL) procedures for corrosion control in Pottstown, PA. 

On the basis of the inspection, PHMSA has identified apparent inadequacies within your plans or 
procedures, as described below: 

1. §195.402  Procedural manual for operations, maintenance, and emergencies. 
 (a)  General.  Each operator shall prepare and follow for each pipeline system a manual of 

written procedures for conducting normal operations and maintenance activities and 
handling abnormal operations and emergencies.  This manual shall be reviewed at intervals 
not exceeding 15 months, but at least once each calendar year, and appropriate changes 
made as necessary to insure that the manual is effective. This manual shall be prepared 
before initial operations of a pipeline system commence, and appropriate parts shall be kept 
at locations where operations and maintenance activities are conducted. 

 

PPL’s procedure Operations and Maintenance Manual, 6.3 Corrosion Control Operation and 
Maintenance, issued 10/2014, is inadequate because it lacks detailed instructions for monitoring 
atmospheric corrosion. 

The aforementioned procedure is general and provides minimal guidance on how to give particular 
attention to pipe at soil-to-air interfaces, under thermal insulation, under disbonded coatings, at pipe 
supports, in splash zones, at deck penetrations and in spans over water in accordance with 195.583(b). 

PPL’s corrosion control procedure does not provide a methodology for assessing the integrity of the 
underground portion of the soil-to-air interface when the visual inspection of the aboveground portion 
indicates bare pipe or damaged or disbonded coating. 
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