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Dear Mr. Neave: 
 

From June 2, 2013 through October 24, 2013, representatives of the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety 

Administration (PHMSA) and the NYSDPS, pursuant to Chapter 601 of 49 United States Code inspected 

Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line Company’s (Transco) procedures and records for PHMSA System 1287. 
 

As a result of the inspections, it appears that you have committed probable violations of the Pipeline Safety 

Regulations, Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations.  The items inspected and the probable violations are: 

1. §192.745  Valve maintenance:  Transmission lines 

  (a) Each transmission line valve that might be required during any emergency must be inspected 

and partially operated at intervals not exceeding 15 months, but at least once each calendar year.  
 

Transco failed to partially operate each transmission line valve that might be required during any emergency 

at intervals not exceeding 15 months, but at least once each calendar year.   
 

Specifically, Transco’s failed to operate five valves in the Linden Unit 15121 and four valves in the New 

York Area-NY unit that might be used in an emergency per 192.745(a).  The valves in the Linden Unit were 

not partially or fully operated during calendar years 2011 and 2012 and the valves in the New York Area – 

NY Unit 65651 were not partially or fully operated during calendar year 2012. 
 

Transco form WGP-0131 shows no evidence that Transco partially operated valves J 460, J 462, J 463, J 465 

and J 466 at Station 205 of Unit 15121 Linden – NJ/PA in 2011 and 2012.  On the inspection forms dated 

6/23/2011 and 5/24/2012, there is no entry in the Partial/Full Valve Operation column for the five valves 

referenced above.  Other valves shown on the form annotate a “P” or an “F” indicating either partial or full 

operation.   
 

Transco form WGP-0131 shows no evidence that Transco partially operated valves M-4, M-6, M-8 and M-

10 at the Manhattan M&R Station of Unit 65651 New York Area - NY in 2012.  On the inspection form 

dated 4/12/2012, a dash (-) is present in the Partial/Full Valve Operation column for these valves.  

Other valves shown on the form annotate a “P” or an “F” indicating either partial or full operation.  Records 

show that the valves were operated on 4/6/11 and 4/8/13. 
 



                                                                                                                                         1-2014-1009 
    

 

120141009_NOPV_PCP_10022014           2 of 3 

2.   §192.491  Corrosion control records.        

 (c)  Each operator shall maintain a record of each test, survey, or inspection required by this     

subpart in sufficient detail to demonstrate the adequacy of corrosion control measures or that a 

corrosive condition does not exist.  These records must be retained for at least 5 years, except that 

records related to §§192.465(a) and (e) and 192.475(b) must be retained for as long as the pipeline 

remains in service. 
 

Transco failed to accurately maintain a record of each inspection required by this subpart in sufficient detail 

to demonstrate the adequacy of corrosion control measures or that a corrosive condition did not exist.   
 

Specifically, Transco failed to accurately complete its WGP Pipeline Inspection and Repair Report form, 

WGP-0092, in that the form showed contradictory data for the replacement of pipe.  
 

Transco indicated sections of Line B between ST 1762+05 and ST 1761+80 and between ST 1754+67 and 

ST 1754+92 were replaced in 9/12/12 in District 515, Princeton Division. Section 8 of Transco’s form WGP 

0092 indicated that the pipe was not cut and that no internal corrosion was found.  Transco’s records were 

incomplete and contradictory for the replacement of pipe and thus do not meet requirements of 192.491(c). 
 

 3.   §192.605  Procedural manual for operations, maintenance, and emergencies 

       Each operator shall include the following in its operating and maintenance plan: 

 (a) General.  Each operator shall prepare and follow for each pipeline, a manual of written 

procedures for conducting operations and maintenance activities and for emergency response.  For 

transmission lines, the manual must also include procedures for handling abnormal operations.  

This manual must be reviewed and updated by the operator at intervals not exceeding 15 months,  

but at least one each calendar year.  This manual must be prepared before operations of a pipeline 

system commence.  Appropriate parts of the manual must be kept at locations where operations 

and maintenance activities are conducted. 
 

Transco failed to follow a manual of written procedures for conducting maintenance activities. 
 

Specifically, Transco failed to follow its Physical Security Standards, Security Conditions and Response 

Measures (Revision 09 and 12/31/2012), Section IV Minimum Physical Security Requirements – Standard 

Facilities, Part 3 Emergency Valves in maintaining its fencing without underlying gaps caused by soil 

erosion or other factors. 
 

Transco’s fencing in Plant A Tap in the Linden –NJ/PA unit had 10 inch clearance between the bottom of the 

fence and gravel.  
 

4. §192.709  Transmission lines:  Record keeping. 

 Each operator shall maintain the following records for transmission line for the periods specified:  

 (c)  A record of each patrol, survey, inspection, and test required by subparts L and M of this part 

must be retained for at least 5 years or until the next patrol, survey, inspection, or test is 

completed, whichever is longer. 
 

Transco failed to maintain adequate records of leakage survey for transmission lines required by subpart M 

of this part. 
 

Specifically, on Transco’s WGP-0045 (12/2012) form, Transco incorrectly checked off that it conducted 

leakage surveys of un-odorized gas.  However, Transco only transports odorized gas in the area that the 

record referenced.   

Proposed Civil Penalty 

Under 49 United States Code, § 60122, you are subject to a civil penalty not to exceed $200,000 per 

violation per day the violation persists up to a maximum of $2,000,000 for a related series of violations.  For 

violations occurring prior to January 4, 2012, the maximum penalty may not exceed $100,000 per violation 




