
  
 

U.S. Department                                                                     820 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 103 
Of Transportation                                                                                      West Trenton, NJ 08628 
Pipeline and                                   609.989.2171 
Hazardous Materials 
Safety Administration 

WARNING LETTER 
 
 
EXPRESS OVERNIGHT MAIL  
 
July 18, 2013 

 
Michael Boczon, VP Terminal Operations  
Hess Corporation 
One Hess Plaza 
Woodbridge, NJ  07095 
 

CPF 1-2013-6002W 
 

Dear Mr. Boczon: 
 
On November 20, 2012, representatives of the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
(PHMSA), Office of Pipeline Safety (OPS), pursuant to Chapter 601 of 49 United States Code met with 
Hess Corporation (Hess) representatives and inspected the Hess Public Awareness Program in the 
PHMSA Eastern Region Office in West Trenton, New Jersey.    
 
As a result of the inspection, it appears that you have committed probable violations of the Pipeline Safety 
Regulations, Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations.  The items inspected and the probable violation is: 
 
1. §195.440 Public awareness. 
 (a)  Each pipeline operator must develop and implement a written continuing public 

education program that follows the guidance provided in the American Petroleum 
Institute's (API) Recommended Practice (RP) 1162 (incorporated by reference, see § 195.3). 

 
From June 2006 through December 2012, Hess failed to develop and implement a written continuing 
public education program that followed the guidance provided in API RP 1162 as required by 
§195.440(a).  
 
On May 19, 2005, a final rule was published in the Federal Register requiring operators to develop public 
awareness programs no later than June 20, 2006.1  
 
Hess communicated with the PHMSA inspector about the current status of its North Jersey pipeline.  Hess 
stated in an email that its pipeline was removed of hazardous liquid and purged with nitrogen since 
August 2005.  Hess further stated that its pipeline was disconnected from all active pipelines and 
facilities.  During conversations, Hess indicated that it did not abandon its pipeline and that it considered 
its pipeline as “inactive” or “idle”. 

                                                 
1 70 FR 28833-28843 May 19, 2005. 
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